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South Carolina, as is well-known, led the way out of the Union on 
Dec, 20, i860, her Convention on that date adopting unanimously the 
Ordinance of Secession. The State, through her Legislature, had 
formally declared the right to secede as early as 183 1, but had refrained, 
on grounds of expediency, from exercising it. Similar formal declara- 
tions were made from time to time as circumstances gave occasion, and 
in 1852 a desperate effort was made to force the State out of the Union. 
But the party which advocated "co-operative Secession" offered effective 
resistance. The leaders of the State had been since 1832, endeavoring 
to secure concerted action with the other Southern States, not pri- 
marily for secession, but for secession, if necessary. The election of 
Lincoln decided those who had wavered in 1852, and the State seceded. 
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama. Oeorgia, Louisiana, and Texas in close 
succession followed her lead. With these, however, voluntary secession, 
as the late Prof. Alexander Johnson pointed out, seemed to exhaust 
itself, and it was not until steps looking toward:^ coercion had been 



taken that the other States acted. Arkansas held back till May 6, and 
North Carolina till May 20. Virginia's Ordinance was not ratified till 
May 23, and Tennessee's was not voted on till June 8. The ordinances 
emanated from Conventions in all the States except the last named. An 
attempt had been made to call a Convention in Tennessee, but the prop- 
osition to that effect submitted by the Legislature had been voted 
down in Feb., 1861, by a majority of 11,875. ^oo" afterwards coercive 
measures against the seceded States were inaugurated, and the Legisla- 
ture was summoned. On May 7, it ratified a league which the Governor 
had concluded with the Confederacy, and then proceeded to draw up an 
Ordinance of Secession — this was submitted to the people and was rati- 
fied on June 8, by a majority of 57,675. In two other States, Virginia 
and Texas, the Ordinances were submitted to the people for ratification. 
In Texas there had been some irregularity in the call of the Convention, 
and therefore the apjjroval of the people was desired. The Ordinance, 
adopted Feb. i, was ratified Feb. 23. The Virginia Ordinance, adopted 
April 17, was ratified May 23. 

On the 15th of April President Lincoln announced that the execution 
of the laws of the Union had been obstructed in South Carolina, 
Oeorgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, ** by 
combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals by law," 
and he called forth the Militia of the several States to the number of 
75,000. On Aug. 16, seeing that the insurgents had not dispersed 
in the above named States and that the inhabitants of Virginia, Arkansas, 
North Carolina and Tennessee had joined them, he issued the Proclama- 
tion incorporated in this number. 

Copies of the Ordinances may be found in the Rehdlion Record, 1861; 

in the American Annual Cyclopaedia, 1861, and in Echoes from the 

South. Vox accounts of the Secession movement, and for references, 

• see McPherson's History of the Great Rebellion and Lalor's Cyclopaedia 

of Political Science, III., 693-702. 

For discussions of the nature of the union, the reader may consult 
Story on the Constitution, Fourth Edition, I., 214-293; especially the 
notes to pages 215-216, 247-248, 257-258, 282-286, 289-293. See also 
Von Hoist's Constitutional Law, pp. 2-66, especially pp. 36-47 ; Jeffer- 
son Davis's Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, L, 94-198 ; 
Woodrow Wilson's Division and Reunion, § § 24, 103 ; P. C. Centz, 
Republic of Republics, pp. 3-7, 23-26, 41-49,59-69,196-211,362-365, 
382-387 ; J. C. Hurd, Theory of Natioftal Existence ; Webster and 
Ilavne in Johnston's American Orations, L, pp. 213-282. 

D. F. H. 



i86o, Dec. 20. South Carolina's Ordinance of Se- 
cession. 

AN ORDIIVAIVCE. 

To dissolve the Union between the State of South 
Carolina and other States united with her 
under the compact entitled "The Constitution 
OF the United States of America.*' 

We, the People of the State of South Carolina, in Convention 
assembled^ do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared 
and ordained. 

That the Ordinance adopted by us in Convention, on the 
twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of 
the United States of America was ratified, and also, all Acts 
and parts of Acts of the General Assembly of this State, rati- 
fying amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby re- 
pealed ; and that the union now subsisting between South 
Carohna and other States, under the name of " The United 
States of America," is hereby dissolved. — Pamphlet, printed 
by order of the Convention, i860, p. 11. 

i860, Dec. 24. South Carolina's Declaration of 
Causks which induced her Secession from the 

Federal Union! 

Declaration of the immediate causes which induce and justify 
the secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union, 

The People of the State of South Carolina, in Convention 
assembled, on the 26th day of April, A. D., 1852, declared 
that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United 
States, by the Federal Government, and its encroachments 
upon the reserved rights of the States, fully justified this State 
in then withdrawing from the Federal Union ; but in defer- 
ence to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding 
States, she forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since 
that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, 
and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue. 

And now the State ot South Carolina having resumed her 
separate and equal place among nations, deems it due to her- 
self, to the remaining United States of America, and to the 
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nations of the world, that she should declare the immediate 
causes which have led to this act. 

In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire em- 
bracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the gov- 
ernment of that portion composed of the thirteen American 
Colonies. A struggle for the right of self-government ensued, 
which resulted, on the 4th July, 1776, in a Declaration, by 
the Colonies, " that they are, and of right ought to be, FREK 
AND INDEPENDENT STATES ; and that, as free and 
independent States, they have full power to levy war, con- 
clude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and ta 
do all other acts and things which independent States may 
of right do." 

They further solemnly declared that whenever any " form of 
government becomes destructive of the ends for which it was 
established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish 
it, and to institute a new government." Deeming the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain to have become destructive of these 
ends, they declared that the Colonies ** are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connec- 
tion between them and the State of Great Britain is, and 
ought to be, totally dissolved." 

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of 
the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its separate sover- 
eignty ; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appointed 
officers for the administration of government in all its de- 
partments — Legislative, Executive and Judicial. For pur- 
poses of defence, they united their arms and their counsels ; 
and, in 1778, they entered into a League known as the Arti- 
cles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the 
administration of their external relations to a common agent,, 
known as the Congress of the United States, expressly 
declaring, in the first article, " that each State retains its 
sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power,, 
jurisdiction and right which is not, by this Confederation^ 
expressly delegated to the United States in Congress as- 
sembled. 

Under this Confederation the War of the Revolution was 
carried on, and on the 3d September, 1783, the contest ended,, 
and a definitive Treaty was signed by Great Britain, in 
which she acknowledged the Independence of the Colonies 
in the followinii terms : 



^^ Article I. — His Britannic Majesty acknowledges th^said 
United States, viz : New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be 
FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATES; 
that he treats with them as such ; and for himself, his heirs 
and successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, pro- 
priety and territorial rights of the same and every part 
thereof.' 

Thus were established the two great principles asserted by 
the Colonies, namely : the right of a State to govern itself ; 
and the right of a people to abolish a Government when it 
becomes destructive of the ends for which it was instituted. 
And concurrent with the establishment of these principles, 
Avas the fact, that each Colony became and was recognized 
by the mother Country as a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND 
INDEPENDENT STATE. 

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise 
the Articles of Confederation, and on 17th September, 1787, 
these Deputies recommended, for the adoption of the States, 
the Articles of Union, known as the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, 
were the several sovereign States ; they were to agree or 
•disagree, and when nine of them agreed, the compact was to 
take effect among those concurring ; and the General Gov- 
ernment, as the common agent, was then to be invested with 
their authority. 

If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, ,att 
other four would have remained as they were — separehe 
sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the 
Constitution. In fact, two of the States did not accede to 
the Constitution until long after it had gone into operation 
among the other eleven ; and during that interval, they each 
exercised the functions of an independent nation. 

By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon 
the several States, and the exercise of certain of their powers 
was restrained, which necessarily implied their continued 
existence as sovereign States. But, to remove all doubt, an 
amendment was added, which declared that the powers not 
delegated to the United States by the Cov\st\X^\^^a<c^^^^'^ ^'^^ 



hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respect- 
ively, or to the people. On 23d May, 1788, South Carolina,, 
by a Convention of her people, passed an Ordinance assent- 
ing to this Constitution,and afterwards altered her own Con- 
stitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had under- 
taken. 

Thus was established, by compact between the States, a 
Government, with defined objects and powers, limited to the 
express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole 
remaining mass of power subject to the clause reserving it 
to the States or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any 
specification of reserved rights. 

We hold that the Government thus established is subject 
to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of 
Independence ; and we hold further, that the mode of its 
formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle^ 
namely : the law of compact. We maintain that in every 
compact between two or more parties, the obligation is 
mutual ; that the failure of one of the contracting parties to 
perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases 
the obligation of the other ; and that where no arbiter is 
provided, each party is remitted to his own judgment to- 
determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences. 

In the present case, that fact is established with certainly. 
We assert, that fourteen of the States have deliberately 
refused for years past to fulfil their constitutional obliga- 
tions, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof. 

The Constitution of the United States, in its 4th Article, 
provides as follows : 

" No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due/' 

This stipulation was so material to the compact, that with- 
out it that compact would not have been made. The greater 
number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had 
previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a 
stipulation by making it a condition in the Ordinance for the 
government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now 
composes the States north of the Ohio river. 

The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for 



rendiiion by the several States of fugitives from justice from 
the other States. 

The General Government, as the common agent, passed 
laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the States. 
For many years these laws were executed. But an increas- 
ing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States to 
the Institution of Slavery has led to a disregard of their 
obligations, and the laws of the General Government have 
ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted laws 
which either nullify the Acts of Congress or render useless 
any attempt to execute them. In many of these States the 
fugitive is discharged from the service or labor claimed, and 
in none of them has the State Government complied with the 
stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New 
Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her 
constitutional obligation ; but the current of anti-slavery 
feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which render 
inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by 
the laws of Congress. In the State of New York even the 
right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals ; 
and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender 
to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with inciting 
servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the con- 
stitutional compact has been deliberately broken and disre- 
garded by the non-slaveholding States, and the conse- 
quence follows that South Carolina is released from her obli- 
gation. 

The ends for which this Constitution was framed are 
declared by itself to be " to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos- 
terity." 

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal 
Government, in which each State was recognized as an 
equal, and had separate control over its own institutions. 
The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to 
free persons distinct political rights, by giving them the 
right to represent, and burthening them with dltecX. \!?ctA'? 
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for three-fifths of their slaves ; by authorizing the importa- 
tion of slaves for twenty years ; and by stipulating for the 
rendition of fugitives from labor. 

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was 
instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has 
been made destructive of them by the action of the non- 
slaveholding States. Those States have assumed the right 
of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions ; 
and have denied the rights of property established in fifteen 
of the States and recognized by the Constitution ; they have 
denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery ; they have 
permitted the open establishment among them of societies, 
whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to eloign 
the property of the citizens of other States. They have 
encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave 
their homes ; and those who remain, have been incited by 
emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection. 

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily 
increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of 
the Common Government. Observing the forms of the 
Constitution, a sectional party has found within that article 
establishing the Executive Department, the means of sub- 
verting the Constitution itself. A geographical line has 
been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of 
that line have united in the election of a man to the high 
office of President of the United States whose opinions and 
purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with 
the administration of the Common Government, because he 
has declared that that *' Government cannot endure perma- 
nently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must 
rest in the belief that Slavery is in the course of ultimate 
extinction. 

This sectional combination for the subversion of the Con- 
stitution, has been aided in some of the States by elevating 
to citizenship, persons, who, by the Supreme Law of the 
land, are incapable of becoming citizens ; and their votes 
have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the 
South, and destructive o^ its peace and safety. 

On the 4th March next, this party will take possession of 
the Government. It has announced, that the South shall 
be excluded from the common Territory ; that the Judicial 
Tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be 



waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the 
United States. 

The Guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer 
exist ; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slave- 
holding States will no longer have the power of self-govern- 
ment, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will 
have become their enemy. 

Sectional Interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, 
and all hope of remedy is rendered vain, by the fact that 
public opinion at the North has invested a great political 
error with the sanctions of a more erroneous religious belief. 

We, therefore, the people of South Carolina, by our dele- 
gates, in Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have 
solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing. between 
this State and the other States of North America, is dis- 
solved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her 
position among the nations of the world, as a separate and 
independent State ; with full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all 
other acts and things which independent States may of right 
do. — Pamphlet y printed by order of the Convention ^ i860, pp. 
3-10. 

1861, Jan. 9. Mississippi's Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the 
State of Mississippi and other States united with 

HER UNDER THE COMPACT, ENTITLED, " ThE CONSTI- 
TUTION OF THE United States of America." 

The people of the State of Mississippi^ in convention assembled^ 

do ordain and it is hereby ordained and declared^ as 

follows y to wit : 

Sec. i. That all the laws and ordinances by which the 

said State of Mississippi became a member of the Federal 

Union of the United States of America be, and the same are 

hereby repealed, and tJiat all obligations on the part of the 

said State, or the people thereof to observe the same, be 

withdrawn, and that the said State doth hereby resume all 

the rights, functions, and powers which by any of said laws 

or ordinances were conveyed to the Government of the said 

United States, and is absolved from all the obligations, re- 
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straints, and duties incurred to the said Federal Union, and 
shall henceforth be a free, sovereign, and independent State. 

Sec. 2. That so much of the first section of the seventh 
article of the Constitution of this State, as requires members 
of the Legislature and all officers, executive and judicial, to 
take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of 
the United States be, and the same is hereby abrogated 
and annulled. 

Sec. 3. That all rights acquired and vested under the 
Constitution of the United States, or under any act of 
Congress passed or treaty made in pursuance thereof, or 
under any law of this State, and not incompatible with this 
Ordinance, shall remain in force, and have the same effect as 
if this Ordinance had not been passed. 

Sec. 4. That the people of the State of Mississippi hereby 
consent to form a Federal Union with such of the States as 
may have seceded or as may secede from the Union of the 
United States of America, upon the basis of the present 
Constitution of the said United States, except such parts 
thereof as embrace other portions than such seceding 
States. 

Thus ordained and declared in convention the 9th day of 
Jan., in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred 
^xtiy-ovi^,— Journal of the Convention^ pp. 1 19-120. 

1861, Jan, 10. Florida's Ordinance of Secession. 

Whereas^ All hope of preserving the Union upon terms 
consistent with the safety and honor of the slaveholding 
States, has been fully dissipated by the recent indications of 
the strength of the anti-slavery sentiment of the free States; 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of Florida, in convention assembled, 
That it is undoubtedly the right of the several States of the 
Union, at such time and for such cause as in the opinion^ of 
the people of such States, acting in their sovereign capacity, 
may be just and proper, to withdraw from the Union, 
and, in the opinion of this Convention, the existing causes 
are such as to compel Florida to proceed to exercise this 
right. 

We, the people of the State of Florida, in Convention 
assembled, do solemnly ordain , publish, and declare. That the 
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State of Florida hereby withdraws herself from the Confed- 
eracy of States existing under the name of the United States 
of America, and from the existing Government of the said 
States ; and that all political connection between her and 
the Government of said States ought to be, and the same is 
hereby totally annulled, and said Union of States dissolved ; 
and the State of Florida is hereby declared a sovereign and 
independent nation ; and that all ordinances heretofore 
adopted, in so far as they create or recognize said Union, 
are rescinded ; and all laws, or parts of laws, in force in this 
State, in so far as they recognize or assent to said Union, be 
and they are hereby repealed. — Appleton's Annual Cyclo- 
paedia^ 1 86 1, p. 314. 

i86i, Jan. 11. Alabama's Ordinance of Secession. 

An ordinance to dissolve the Union between the State of Ala-- 
bama and other States united under the compact styled 
^' the Constitution of the United States of America P 

Whereas the election of Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal 
Hamlin to the offices of President and Vice-President of the 
United States of America, by a sectional party, avowedly 
hostile to the domestic institutions and to the peace and se- 
curity of the people of the State of Alabama, preceded by 
many and dangerous infractions of the Constitution of the 
United States by many of the States and people of the 
Northern section, is a political wrong of so insulting and 
menacing a character as to justify the people of the State of 
Alabama in the adoption of prompt and decided measures for 
their future peace and security: Therefore, 

Be it declared and ordained by the people of the State of Ala- 
bama in convention assembled^ That the State of Alabama now 
withdraws, and is hereby withdrawn, from the Union known 
as "the United States of America," and henceforth ceases 
to be one of said United States, and is, and of right ought to 
be, a sovereign and independent State. 

Sec. 2, Be it further declared and ordained by the people of 
the State of Alabama in convention assembled^- That all the 
powers over the territory of said State, and over the people 
thereof, heretofore delegated to the Government of the 
United States of America be, and they are hereby, withdrawn 
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from said Government, and are hereby resumed and vested 
in the people of the State of Alabama. 

And as it is the desire and purpose of the State of Ala- 
bama to meet the slaveholding States of the South who may 
approve such purpose, in order to frame a provisional as well 
as permanent government, upon the principles of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Be it resolved by the people of Alabama in convention assem- 
bled, That the people of the States of Delaware, Mar}'Iand, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, and Missouri, be, and are herebj^ invited to meet the 
people of the State of Alabama, by their delegates, in con- 
•vention, on the 4th day of February, A. D. 1861, at the city 
of Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, for the purpose of 
consulting with each other as to the most effectual mode of 
securing concerted and harmonious action in whatever meas<^ 
ures may be deemed most desirable for our common peace 
and security. 

And be it further resolved, That the l^resident of this con- 
vention be, and is hereby, instructed to transmit forthwith a 
copy of the foregoing preamble, ordinance, and resolutions, to 
the Governors of the several States named in said resolutions. 

Done by the people of the State of Alabama in convention 
assembled, at Montgomery, on this, the nth day of January, 
A. D. 1 86 1, — From one of the original copies printed by order 
of the Convention, 1861. 

1861, Jan. 19. Georgia's Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the 
State of Georgia and other States united with 

HER under the COMPACT OF GOVERNMENT ENTITLED 

"the Constitution of the United States." 

We the people of the State of Georgia, in Convention assem- 
iled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and or- 
dained. That the ordinance adopted by the people of the State 
of Georgia in Convention on the second day of January, in 
the year of our Lord seventeen hundred and eighty-eight, 
whereby the Constitution of the United States of America 
was assented to, ratified, aild adopted, and also all acts and 
parts of icts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying 
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and adopting amendments of the said Constitution, are here- 
by repealed, rescinded, and abrogated; We do further declare 
and ordaiUy That the Union now subsisting between the 
State of Georgia and otlier States, under the name of the 
** United States of America," is hereby dissolved ; and that 
the State of Georgia is in full possession and exercise of all 
those rights of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a 
free and independent Si2XQ. —Journal of tke ConventioUy 1861, 
pp. 31-52. 

1861, Jan. 26. Louisiana's Ordinance of Secbssion. 

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. 

AM ORDINANCE 

7I9 dissolve ike Union between the State of Louisiana and other 
States united with her, under the compact entitled: 

*' The Constitution of the United States of America." 

WE, the people of the State of Louisiana, in Convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared 
and ordained, THAT the Ordinance passed by us in Con- 
vention on the 2 2d day of November, in the year EIGH- 
TEEN HUNDRED & ELEVEN, whereby the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, and the amendments 
of the said Constitution, were adopted, and all laws and or- 
•dina'nces by which the State of Louisiana became a member 
of the Federal Union, be and the same are hereby repealed 
and abrogated ; and that the union now subsisting between 
Louisiana and other States, under the name of " The United 
States of America " is hereby dissolved. 

WE do further declare and ordain, THAT the State of 
Louisiana hereby resumes all rights and powers heretofore 
delegated to the Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica ; That her citizens are absolved from all allegiance to 
said Government ; and that she is in full possession and ex- 
■ercise of all those rights of sovereignty which appertain to*a 
free and independent State. 

WE do further declare and ordain, THAT all rights ac- 
quired and vested under the Constitution of the United 
States, or any acts of Congress, or treaty, or under any law 
of this State, and not incompatible with the Ordmance, shall 
remain in force, and have the same effect as if this Ordinance 
Jiad not been passed. 
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Adopted in Convention at Baton Rouge llie 26th of 
January, 1861. — Copy published by the Clerk of the Senate of 
Louisuma^ by authorization. 

1861, Jan. 26. Louisiana's Ordinance of Secession. 

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. 

ORDONNANCE 

Pour dissoudre V Union de VEtat de la Louisiane et des atitres^ 
Etats faisant partie avec lui de cette Union, en vertu du 
pacte intitule : 

" La Constitution des Etats Unis d'Am^rique." 

NOUS, le peuple de I'Etat de la Louisiane, re'uni en Con- 
v.ention, d^clarons et Ordonnons, et il est, par ces presentes,. 
declare et Ordonn^, QUE Tordonnance adoptee par nous en 
Convention le 22me jour de Novembre, en Tannee MIL 
HUIT CENT ONZE, par laquelle la Constitution des Etats 
Unis d'Amdrique et les amendements a la dite Constitution 
furent adopt^s ; et que toutes les lois et ordonnances en 
vertu desquelles I'Etat de la Louisiane devint un des mem-^ 
bres de TUnion Fdd^rale, doivent ^tre et sont par les pre'-^ 
sentes rappeldes et abrogdes ; etque Tunion existant actuelle-^ 
ment entre la Louisiane et d'autres Etats sous le nom des 
Etats Unis d'Am^rique est par les pr^sentes dissoute. 

NOUS d^clarons et ordonnons de plus, QUE TEtat de la 
Louisiane reprend, par la pr^sente Ordonnance, tous les 
droits et tous les pouvoirs del6gues ant^c^demment au Gouv- 
ernement des Etats Unis d'Amerique ; que ses ciloyens sont 
d^lies de toute allegeance au dit Gouvernement, et qu'il est 
dans la pleine possession et dans Tentier exercice de tous les 
droits de souverainet^ qui appartiennent k un Etat Libre et 
Independant. 

NOUS d^clarons et ordonnons de plus, QUE tous les 
droits acquis et d^volus sous le regime de la constitution des 
Etats Unis, ou d'un acte quelconque du Congrbs, ou d*un 
trait^, ou en vertu d*une loi quelconque de cet Etat, et qui 
ne sont pas en conflit avec cette Ordonnance, demeureront 
en vigueur et auront le m^ine effet que si cette ordonnance 
ti'avait pas €x.€ adoptee. 

Adoptd en Convention k Baton Rouge le 26 Janvier 1861. 
— Copy published by the Clerk of the Senate of Louisiana^ by 
authorization. 
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i86i, Feb. I. Texas' Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the Union between the State of 
Texas and the other States under the compact styled " The 
Constitution of the United States of America,'* 

Sec. I. Whereas the Federal Government has failed to 
accomplish the purposes of the compact of union between 
these States, in giving protection either to the persons of 
our people upon an exposed frontier, or to the property of 
our citizens ; and whereas, the action of the Northern States 
Is violative of the compact between the States and the guar- 
antees of the Constitution ; and whereas, the recent devel- 
opments in Federal affairs make it evident that the power of 
the Federal Government is sought to be made a weapon 
with which to strike down the interests and property of the 
people of Texas and her sister slave-holding States, instead 
of permitting it to be, as was intended — our shield against 
outrage and aggression — therefore, " We, the people of the 
State of Texas, by delegates in the Convention assembled, 
do declare and ordain that the ordinance adopted by our 
Convention of delegates on the fourth (4th) day of July, A. 
D. 1845, and afterwards ratified by us, under which the 
Republic of Texas was admitted into the Union with other 
States, and became a party to the compact styled * The Con- 
stitution of the United States of America,' be, and is hereby 
repealed and annulled." 

That all the powers which, by the said compact, were del- 
egated by Texas to the Federal Government are resumed. 
That Texas is of right absolved from all restraints and obli- 
gations incurred by said compact, and is a separate sove- 
reign State, and that her citizens and people are absolved 
from all allegiance to the United States or the Government 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. The ordinance shall be submitted to the people 
of Texas for their ratification or rejection, by the qualified 
voters, on the 23d day of February, 186 1 ; and unless 
rejected by a majority of the votes cast, shall take effect 
and be in force on and after the 2d day of March, A. D. 
186 1. Provided that in the representative district of El 
Paso said election may be held on the i8th day of Febru- 
ary, 1 86 1. 
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Done by the people of the State of Texas, in -convention 
assembled, at Austin, the ist day of February, A. D. 1861. — 
Famphlet^printedby order of the Convention and the Senate, No. 3. 

1861, April 15. President Lincoln's Proclamation,. 

Calling Out the Militia. 

Whereas the laws of the United States have been for some 
time past, and now are opposed, and the execution thereof 
obstructed, in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, by com- 
binations too powerful to be suppressed 'by the ordinary- 
course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the 
marshals by law. 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincohi, President of the United 
States, in virtue of the power in me vested by the Constitution 
and the laws, have thought fit to call forth, and hereby do 
call forth, the militia of the several States of the Union to the 
aggregate num"ber of 75,000, in order to suppress said combi- 
nations, and to cause the laws to be duly executed. 

The details for this object will be immediately communi* 
Gated to the State authorities through the War Department. 

I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate, and aid this 
effort to maintain the honor, the integrity, and existence of 
our national Union, and the perpetuity of popular govern- 
ment, and to redress wrongs already long enough endured. 

I deem it proper to say that the first service assigned to the 
forces hereby called forth, will probably be to repossess the 
forts, places, and property which have been seized from the 
Union ; and in every event the utmost care will be observed^ 
consistently with the objects aforesaid, to avoid any devasta- 
tion, any destruction of, or interference with property, or 
any disturbance of peaceful citizens of any part of the country. 

And I hereby command the persons composing the com- 
binations aforesaid, to disperse and retire peaceably to their 
respective abodes, within twenty days from this date. 

Deeming that the present condition of public affairs pre- 
sents an extraordinary occasion, I do hereby, in virtue of the 
power in me vested by the Constitution, convene both 
Houses of Congress. 

The Senators and Representatives are, therefore, sum* 
moned to assemble at their respective chambers at 
twelve o'clock, noon, on Thursday, the 4th day of July 
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next, then and there to consider and determine such meas* 
- ares as, in their wisdom, the public safety and interest may 
seem to demand. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United Slates to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this fifteenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, and of the independence of the United States 
the eighty-fifth. 
By the President 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

— Congressional Globe, LVI., i86i, p. 2. 

1861, April 17. Virginia's Ordinance of Secession. 

-AN ORDINANCE /(? r^/^^////<f ratification of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, by the State of Vir- 
ginia, and to resume all the rights and powers granted 
under said Constitution. 

The people of Virginia, in the ratification of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, adopted by them in 
Convention, on the 25th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, having 
declared that the powers granted under the said Constitu- 
tion were derived from the people of the United States, and 
might be resumed whensoever the same should be perverted 
to the injury and oppression, and the Federal Government 
having perverted said powers, not only to the injury of the 
people of Virginia, but to the oppression of the Southern 
. slaveholding States ; 

Now, therefore, e. the people of Viro^inia, do declare 
and ordain, that tiij Ordinance adopted by the people of 
this State in Conven ion on the tweniyi-fifth day of June, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
-eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United States 
of America was ratified, and all acts of the General Assem- 
bly of this State ratifying or adopting amendments to said 
Constitution, are hereby repealed and abrogated ; that the 
union between the State of Virginia and the other States 
under the Constitution aforesaid is hereby dissolved, and 
that the State of Virginia is in the full possession and exer- 
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cise of all the rights of sovereignity which belong and apper- 
tain to a free and independent State. And they do further 
declare that said Constitution of the United States of Anierr 
ica is no longer binding on any of the citizens of this State. 

This Ordinance shall take effect and be an Act of this 
day, when ratified by a majority of the votes of the people 
of this State, cast at a poll to be taken thereon, on the 
fourth Thursday in May next, in pursuance of a schedule 
hereafter to be enacted. 

Done in Convention in the City of Richmond, on the sev- 
enteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-one, and in the eighty-fifth year of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. — Appleton's Annual Cycio- 
paedia, 1861, p. 735. 

1 86 1, May 6. Arkansas' Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the Union now existing between 
the State of Arkansas and the other States united with her 
under the compact entitled " The Constitution of the 
United States of America." 

Whereas^ In addition to the well-founded cause of com- 
plaint set forth by this Convention in resolutions adopted on 
the nth March, A. D., 1861, against the sectional party now 
in power at Washington City, headed by Abraham Lincoln, 
he has, in the face of the resolutions passed by this Conven- 
tion, pledging the State of Arkansas to resist to the last 
extremity any attempt on the part of such power to coerce 
any State that seceded from the old Union, proclaimed to 
the world that war should be waged against such States^ 
until they should be compelled to submit to their rule, and 
large forces to accomplish this have by this same power 
been called out, and are now being marshalled to carry out 
this inhuman design, and longer to submit to such rule or 
remain in the old Union of the United States would be dis- 
graceful and ruinous to the State of Arkansas : 

Therefore, we, the people of the State of Arkansas, i^ 
Convention assembled, do hereby declare and ordain, and it 
is hereby declared and ordained, that the " ordinance and 
acceptance of compact," passed and approved by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Arkansas on the i8th day of 
October, A. D. 1836, whereby it was by said General Assem- 
bly ordained that, by virtue of the authority vested in said 
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General Assembly, by the provisions of the ordinance 
adopted by the Convention of delegates assembled at Little 
Rock, for the purpose of forming a Constitution and system 
of Government for said State, the propositions set forth in 
"an act supplementary to an act entitled an act for the 
admission of the State of Arkansas into the Union, and to 
provide for the due execution of the laws of the United 
States within the same, and for other purposes," were freely 
accepted, ratified, and irrevocably confirmed articles of 
compact and union between the State of Arkansas and the 
United States, and all other laws, and every other law and 
ordinance, whereby the State of Arkansas became a member 
of the Federal Union, be, and the same are hereby in all 
respects, and for every purpose herewith consistent, re- 
pealed, abrogated, and fully set aside ; and the union now 
subsisting between the State of Arkansas and the other 
States under the name of the United States of America, is 
hereby forever dissolved. 

And we do further hereby declare and ordain that the 
State of Arkansas hereby resumes to herself all rights and 
powers heretofore delegated to the Government of the 
United States of America — that her citizens are absolved 
from all allegiance to said Government of the United 
States, and that she is in full possession and exercise of all 
the rights and sovereignty which appertain to a free and 
independent State. 

We do further ordain and declare that all rights acquired 
and vested under the Constitution of the United States of 
America, or of any act or acts of Congress, or treaty, or 
under any law of this State, and not incompatible with this 
ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect, in no wise 
altered or impaired, and have the same effect as if this 
ordinance had not been passed. 

Adopted and passed in open Convention on the 6th day 
of May, Anno Domini 1861. — Rebellion Record, 1860-61, L 
259-60. 

1861, May 7. Tennessee's Ordinance of Secession. 

Declaration of Independence and Ordinance dissolving the 
Federal relations between the State of Tennessee and the United 
States of America. 

I St. We, the people of the State of Tennessee.^ wa.\Mv?v^ 
an expression of opinion as to \\\e a\isU2icX ^Q>cX\Ycvfc ^V ^^^^^- 
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sion, but asserting the right as a free and independent people 
to alter, reform, or abolish our form of Government in such 
manner as we think proper, do ordain and declare that all the 
laws and ordinances by which the State of Tennessee became 
a member of the Federal Union of the United States of 
America; are hereby abrogated and annulled, and that all 
obligations on our part be withdrawn therefrom ; and we do 
hereby resume all the rights, functions, and powers which by 
any of said laws and ordinances were conveyed to the 
Government of the United States, and absolve ourselves 
from all the obligations, restraints, and duties incurred there- 
to ; and do hereby henceforth become a free, sovereign, and 
independent State. 

2d. We furthermore declare and ordain, that Article 
10, Sections i and 2 of the Constitution of the State of 
Tennessee, which requires members of the General Assembly, 
and all officers, civil and military, to take an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States, be and the same are 
hereby abrogated and annulled, and all parts of the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Tennessee, making citizenship of the 
United States a qualification for office, and recognizing the 
Constitution of the United States as the supreme law of this 
State, are in like manner abrogated and annulled. 

3d. We furthermore ordain and declare that all rights 
acquired and vested under the Constitution of the United 
States, or under any act of Congress passed in pursuance 
thereof, or under any law of this State, and not incompati- 
ble with this ordinance, shall remain in force and have the 
same effect as if this ordinance had not been passed. 
Appleton's Annual Cyclopaedia^ 1861, p. 680. 

1 86 1, May 20. North Carolina's Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE dissolving the union between the 
State of North Carolina and the other States 
united with her under the compact of Government 
entitled, "the Constitution of the United States." 

We, the people of the State of North Carolina^ in Conven- 
tion assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby de- 
clared and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by the 
State of North Carolina, in the Convention of 1789, where- 
by the Constitution of the United States was ratified and 
adopted, and also all acts and parts of acts of the Genetial 



Assembly, ratifying and adopting amendments to the said 
Constitution, are hereby repealed, rescinded, and abrogated. 

We do therefore declare and ordain. That the Union now 
subsisting between tl)e State of North Carolina and the other 
States, under the title of the " United States of America," is 
hereby dissolved, and that the State of North Carolina is in 
the full possession and exercise of all those rights of sov- 
ereignty which belong and appertain to a free and independ- 
ent State. 

Done at Raleigh, 20th day of May, in the year of our 
Lord i%6i.— Journal 0/ the Convention, p. 13. 

1861, Aug. 16. President Lincoln's Proclamation, 

Declaring a Blockade. 

By the President of the United States of America : 

A PROCLAMATIOIV. 

Whereas, on the 15th day of April, 1861, the President of 
the United States, in view of an insurrection against the 
laws, Constitution, and government of the United States^ 
which had broken out within the States of South Carolina^ 
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Texas, and in pursuance of the provisions of the Act entitled 
" An act to provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for that pur- 
pose," approved February 28, 1795, ^^^ ^^^^ forth the militia 
to suppress said insurrection, and to cause the laws of the 
Union to be duly executed, and the insurgents have failed to 
disperse by the time directed by the President ; and whereas 
such insurrection has since broken out and yet exists within 
the States of Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Ar- 
kansas ; and whereas the insurgents in all the said States 
claim to act under the authority thereof, and such claim is 
not disclaimed or repudiated by the persons exercising the 
functions of government in such State or States, or in the 
part or parts thereof in which such combinations exist, nor 
has any such insurrection been suppressed by said States: 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the 
United States, in pursuance of an Act of Congress approved 
July 13, 1861, do hereby declare that the inhabitants of tlie 
said States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, North Car- 
olina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas^ 
Mississippi and Florida (except the inhabitants of that \jart 
of the State of Virginia lying west oi V\\e K^^^^tc^ ^^^^^^^ 
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tains, and of such other parts of that Stale and the other 
States hereinbefore named as may maintain a loyal adhe- 
sion to the Union and the Constitution, or may be from time 
to time occupied and controlled by the forces of the United 
States engaged in the dispersion of said insurgents) are in a 
state of insurrection against the United States ; and that all 
commercial intercourse between the same and the inhabi- 
tants thereof, with the exceptions aforesaid, and the citizens 
of other States and other parts of the United States, is un- 
lawful, and will remain unlawful until such insurrection shall 
-cease or has been suppressed ; that all goods and chat- 
ties, wares and merchandise, coming from any of said States 
with the exception aforesaid, into other parts of the United 
States, without the special license and permission of the 
President, through the Secretary of the Treasury, or 
proceeding to any of said States, with the exceptions afore- 
said, by land or water, together with the vessel or vehicle 
•conveying the same or conveying persons to or from said 
Slates, with said exceptions, will be forfeited to the United 
States ; and that, from and after fifteen days from the issuing 
of this proclamation, all ships and vessels belonging in whole 
or in part to any citizen or inhabitant of any of said States, 
with said exceptions, found at sea or in any port of the 
United States, will be forfeited to the United States, and 
[ hereby enjoin upon all district attorneys, marshals, and 
officers of the revenue and of the military and naval forces 
of the United States to be vigilant in the execution of said 
act, and in the enforcement of the penalties and forfeitures 
imposed or declared by it ; leaving any parly who may think 
himself aggrieved thereby to his application to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the remission of any penalty or forfeit- 
ure, which the said Secretary is authorized by law to grant, 
if, in his judgment, the special circumstances of any case 
shall require such remission. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set niv hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this i6th day of August, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-one, and of the independence of the United Slates of 
America the eight v-sixth. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
J^ x the J^T'csiiiefit 

'WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
— Senate Executive Documefits^ i86i-*62, vol. 4, No. 2, p. 164 
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The Graphic System of Practical Penmanship. 

By EDWIN SHEPABD. 

This System is free from technicality, and substitutes practical common 
sense for impractical theory. The copies are plain and beautiful, and 
the engraving, ruling and paper are excellent. 

A particular feature is the strong reversible binding. The books may 
be folded back so as to expose but one page, and yet occupy only half the 
usual amount of desk space, while still presenting a flat surface to write 
iipon. This adds greatly to the convenience of the pupil and enables 
him to secure the correct position at the desk. 

Each book has a reversible blotter attached to the cover which can be 
shut into the book. 

The Courses comprised in this System are as follows:— 

Grammar Course, 9 numbers, per dozen $0 96 

Shorter •* 6 " " 72 

Tracing ** 2 " " 72 

Practice Book, per doz. 36 

Blank Writing Book, per doz 48 

Graphic Spelling Blank, per doz 48 

Graphic Writing Chart, each 1 50 

Practice Paper, per package of 50 sheets 12 

The Graphic Copy Books " are pedagogically correct and mechani- 
cally convenient y 

The Graphic System of Object Drawing. 

3y HOBABT B. JACOBS and AUGUSTA L. BROWER. 

This System maintains an equal proportion between free-hand drawing 
-and the study of geometric forms, and thus follows the method of 
instruction used by the best Paris art teachers. 

The plan of the lessons arouses an interest in the study which it is 
impossible to obtain where either branch is taught to the exclusion or 
undue proportion of the other. 

Pupils are taught to draw directly from the object by a method which 
is a characteristic feature of this System. 

The Numbers comprised in this System are as follows :— 

Elementary Course — Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, per dozen $1 20 

Advanced ** — Nos. 5, 6, 7, per dozen 1 80 

Teacher's Manual, per copy 40 

Sample Set with Manual sent for examination on receipt of $1.00.^ 
The Graphic Drawing Books are ''the BEST for teaching 

fur poses'' 

A. LOVELL & CO., Publishftts, 
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A Word about History. * 



s The attention of Normal instructors, Superintendents and T< 

t< invited to the peculiar educative value of the American History 

i^ series when used for supplementary reading and reference as ailjur 

is regular text-book in United States histor}'. 

^ The matter comprised in the Leaflets consists of reprints c 

*-' documents that were the mainspring of political action, or the res 

such activity. The American History Leaflets are thus of g 
for giving that particularity and local color to the important ever 
history which the limited space of most text-books forbids. Pupils u 
will thus obtain a more intelligent idea of the epoch under considei 
The American History Leaflets are issue<l under the cdito; 
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, . vision of Albert Bushnell Hart and Edward (.'banning, Professors of 

History in Harvard University, and each number contains an Inl 
by the Editors, with a bibliography for further investigati(m. 



The numbers more particularly adapted for comvion. scliool ut 



P 

s: 

c« 

S 

v^ No. 1. — The Letter of Columbus to Santangel annc 

Q his Discovery. 

O A familiar letter addressed to the Si)anish gentleman who I 

^v Columbus. 



No. 8.— The Exact Text of the Constitution of th< 
^. States. 

Q- An exact reprint reproducing the peculiar capitalization, p 

and spelling then in vogue. It is prefaced by a valuabl 
introduction. < 



ii: 

^y- No. 12. — Ordinances of Secession and other Doci 

oi 1860-61. 

y} Reprints of the Secession ordinances passed by the Southern St 

11; opening of the Civil War. 

sl 

These numbers are bound in stout paper covers, price to Cents 
^r. Special rates on quantities. 

The titles of other numbers adapted for High School and 
• School use will be found advertised elsewhere. 

Sl. *' Let us have more of the * * * American History Leaflc 

A adults and children." — Lyman P, Poiccll, in The Rexncw of Rev 



^'- A. LOVELL & CO., Publishers 

S EiMt 14th Straet, Ii 



American History Leaflets. 

COLONIAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL. 

EDITED BY 

ALBERT BU5HNELL HART and EDWARD CHANNINQ, 

Of Harvard University. 

Price, per copy, 10 Cents, 

PTiese Leaflets are designed to promote the scientific method of stud3rtng 
fccry from its documents, and furnish in convenient form and at a 
»<lerate price copies of original documents that have become famous in 
• colonial and constitutional history as the outcome of some important 
&is, or as exponents of the theories underlying our form of government. 
^h Leaflet contains a brief historical introduction and bibliography to aid 
^her investigation by the student. 

• — The Letter of Columbus to Luis de Sant Angel announcing his 

Discovery, with Extracts from his Journal. 
.' — ^The Ostend Manifesto. 1854. 

-. — Extracts from the Sagas describing the Voyages to Vinland. 
» — Extracts from Official Declarations of the United States embodying 

the Monroe Doctrme. 1789-1891. 
• — Documents illustrating the Territorial Development of the United 

States. 1763-1769. 
• — Extracts from official Papers relating to the Bering Sea Controversy. 

1790-1892. 
• — The Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New 

England. 1643-1684. 
'• — Exact Text of the Constitution of the United States. From the 

Original Manuscripts. 1787-1 870. 
'. — Documents describing the Voyage of John Cabot in 1497. 
K — Governor McDuffie's Message on the Slavery Question. 1835. 
I. — Jefferson's Proposed Instructions to the Virginia Delegates, 1774, 

and the Original Draft of the Declaration of Independence, 1776. 
J. — Ordinances of Secession and other Documents. 1860-1861. 
i- — Coronado's Journey to New Mexico and the Great Plains. 1540-42. 
1-.— Plans of Union. 1696-1780. 
S. — The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, with the Alien, Sedition 

and other Acts. 1798-1799. 
S. — Documents illustrating the Territorial Development of the United 

States. 1584-1774. 
7. — Documents relating to the Kansas-Nebraska Act. 1854. 
B, — Lincoln's Inaugural and First Message to Congress. 1861. 



19.--Extracts from the Navigation Acts. 1645-1696. 

20. — ^The Exact Text of the Articles of Confederation, with the Franklin 

and Dickinson Drafts. From the Original Manuscryjts. 1776- 

1781. 
21.— The Stamp Act. 1765. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The following six numbers will be issued bi-monthly in the months of 
January, March, May, July, September and November, 1896, 
Annual subscription, 60 cents. Price, per number, 10 cents. 

25. — Extracts from the Massachusetts Body of Liberties. 1641. 

26. — Extracts from Lincoln's State Papers. Dec. 1861-March 1865. 

27.— The Early History of Virginia. Extracts from John Smith's True 

Relation, etc. 
28.— Proposals to Amend the Articles of Confederation. 1780-1787. 
29. — ^The Early History of Plymouth. Extracts from Bradford and Mount. 
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SOME PRESS AND OTHER COMMENTS. 

*' The * Leaflets * which the professors of American History at Harvard have been 
editing during the past three years afford in every respect the best available material 
for the study uf our national history in preparatory schools and lower coll^^ grades. 
Each leaflet presents a single document, or group of documents most intimately asso- 
ciated, chosen with the design of affording to the student the means of reading and 
studying f r himself the exact language and meaning of the document in question." — 
Journal of Education, 

'* A file cf these leaflets is a necessity to every library,"— JV«w York World. 

^^ These extracts from original documents, made by most competent hands, are 
intended to facilitate the study of American History in the original documents by those 
unable to reach large libraries, or by school classes without the time or ability to find 
and consult the State papers."— JSiooA; Newt, 

"Designed to encourage the method of studying and teaching History by means of 
the original sources."— ilnnoZx of American Academy ffPolUioal and Social Scutux. 

" These leaflets are valuable aids to the scientific study of history through its im- 
portant documents ; state papers which have had a distinct influence on the conduct of 
the state being published in this form at a trifling cost.'*— Springfidd Republican, 

"They seem to me to be exactly what was needed."— C V. ParuJl, Presidenl^ Cltnftn 
Liberal InsitttUe, Fort Plain, N, T. 

"It seems to me that your History Leaflets ought to be in the hands of every 
progressive teacher of American History." — J. D, JHUingham^ PrineipaJl of SckooU, 
Corona, N, T, 
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15 
i86i, Feb. I. Texas' Ordinance of Secession. 

AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the Uniofi betweeti the State of 
Texas and the other States under the compact styled " The 
Constitution of the United States of America ^ 

Sec. 1. Whereas the Federal Government has failed to 
accomplish the purposes of the compact of union between 
these States, in giving protection eitlier to the persons of 
our people upon an exposed frontier, or to the property of 
our citizens ; and whereas, the action of the Northern States 
is violative of the compact between the States and the guar- 
antees of the Constitution ; and whereas, the recent devel- 
opments in Federal affairs make it evident that the power of 
the Federal Government is sought to be made a weapon 
with which to strike down the interests and property of the 
people of Texas and her sister slave-holding States, instead 
of permitting it to be, as was intended — our shield against 
outrage and aggression — ^therefore, " We, the people of the 
State of Texas, by delegates in the Convention assembled, 
do declare and ordain that the ordinance adopted by our 
Convention of delegates on the fourth (4th) day of July, A. 
D. 1845, and afterwards ratified by us, under which the 
Republic of Texas was admitted into the Union with other 
States, and became a party to the compact styled * The Con- 
stitution of the United States of America,' be, and is hereby 
repealed and annulled." 

That all the powers which, by the said compact, were del- 
egated by Texas to the Federal Government are resumed. 
That Texas is of right absolved from all restraints and obli- 
gations incurred by said compact, and is a separate sove- 
reign State, and that her citizens and people are absolved 
from all allegiance to the United States or the Government 
thereof. 

Sec 2. The ordinance shall be submitted to the people 
of Texas for their ratification or rejection, by the qualified 
voters, on the 23d day of February, 1861 ; and unless 
rejected by a majority of the votes cast, shall take effect 
and be in force on and after the 2d day of March, A. D. 
186 1. Provided that in the representative district of EI 
Paso said election may be held on the i8th day of Febru- 
ary, 1 86 1. 



